
 
 
Another active “Church year” is drawing to a close as I write this. By tradition,     
formal Church services conclude in mid June, most of our programs and committees 
suspend activities until mid august, and many of us enjoy the summer with a vaca-
tion. I guess we deserve it, after all God did rest on the seventh day after creation. 
 
But this summer may be a little different for some as we prepare to welcome our new 
minister, Ethan Drutchas. I hope all of you will be able to attend Ethan’s invitation 
weekend and the Special Congregational meeting to be held immediately after     
worship on June 10th when we will vote to accept Ethan as our spiritual leader effec-
tive October 1, 2018. 
 
Many thanks to the Pastoral Search Committee for their efforts resulting in Ethan  
accepting their invitation to be our minister and to the everyone who stepped up to 
keep our Church operating smoothly during this interim time. 
 
It was with great sadness that our committee accepted the resignation of Stephanie as 
our Church Administrator. During her time with us, she has been an asset and aid to 
all and will be sorely missed. Best wishes in your future endeavors, Stephanie. 
 
Much has been accomplished this year, but much remains to be done as we continue 
to move forward as a body of believers. To paraphrase the great statesman Winston 
Churchill, “…is this the end? No. is this the beginning of the end? No. but this might 
be the end of a beginning.” 
 
Let us all look forward to the new beginning for our Church as we accept Ethan as 

our new Minister. 

In Christ, 

Vincent Osterman                                                                                                    

Moderator 
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V CC  SE M I  AN NU A L M EET I N G 

 

Call to the Semi-Annual Meeting 

 
The Semi-Annual Meeting of The Village Congregational Church in Whitinsville, 
Massachusetts will be held on Sunday, June 3, 2018. The meeting shall begin 15 
minutes after the conclusion of the worship service. The meeting will be convened 
to elect new committee members and officers, to receive 2017 financial reports, to 
make any necessary revisions to the 2018 budget and to act on any other business 
that may be properly presented to the meeting. 
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I N V I TAT I ON  TO OU R M E M B ER S  A ND  FR I END S 
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S U ND AY S CHOOL N E WS  
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Planting day was a fun filled fellowship time for our Sunday school students on May 20th.  I've always said 
that God smiles down on our church, because the beautifully colored array of spring bulbs, and then annual 
sun loving flowers always flourishes.  We had a fantastic rain burst for our new flowers on Sunday afternoon 
to follow the already watered bare planting beds from the day before.  Now that can't be coincidence, can it? 
 

 
The Children's Sunday service will be held 
on June 3, 2018 at 10:00am.  In addition to 
a performance by the Youth Ensemble 
choir, we are pleased to welcome the Bell 
Choir and the Whitinsville Christian 
School's Middle school orchestra as special 
guests at the service.  Communion will be 
officiated by Pat Furber with the assistance 
of the Sunday school program.  We look 
forward to a special morning of reflecting 
on the year's Christian Education learning 
and musical talents.  Please join us! 
 

 
 
Sunday school is out for summer following the Children's Sunday service, but the fellowship keeps going! 
 
The VCC Youth Group fellowship event at "The Adventure 
Park" in Storrs, CT is scheduled for Sunday, June 17, 2018.  We 
are looking forward to challenging ourselves with this exciting 
aerial adventure, hopefully the first in many new adventures for 
the Youths and families at our church to join in! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Ecumenical Vacation Bible school, through 

the 
NAC (Northbridge Association of Churches)  

is scheduled for  
July 16-20th.   
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M U S I C  P R OGR A M S  AT V CC  
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 Our worship music and special presentations have been many, varied, 

and vibrant this year. In addition to our faithful Chancel Choir who 

sang nearly every Sunday, a number of children and teens have enthusi-

astically participated in Children’s Choir and Youth Ensemble, and also 

lent their talents with piano, voice, flute, and strings. An open invitation 

was extended to our greater church family to share their musical talents, 

and many responded! The Children’s Choir performed on Palm Sunday, 

and the Youth Ensemble performed on Easter Sunday. Both groups re-

hearsed over a period of weeks to sing with the Chancel Choir, Organ, 

Brass and Bells for these two celebrations. These groups performed on other Sundays as well, and the Ensem-

ble has been singing on Communion Sundays, with the Adult Choir, on an ongoing basis. We had our First 

Annual Hymn Sing, singing hymns requested by the congregation, and that was an enjoyable occasion. We 

look forward to learning more new hymns and songs! The reemergence of the Organ, the ongoing tradition of 

The Bells, and the addition of Brass for Palm Sunday and Easter, greatly enriched the tapestry of music at our 

church. The challenges of coordinating diverse musical forces are many and time-consuming. My goal for this 

next year is to simplify the logistics – preparing for the combination of musical forces and the coordination of 

schedules early in the year – so that our plans can include as many participants as possible. "Simple and beau-

tiful" is our motto! I look forward to coordinating musical ideas, including hymn choice and congregational 

participation, with our new minister to ensure we best support the worship experience for all. I thank the Choir, 

and our greater church family, who have helped me so thoroughly in this new program! 

           Laurie Burke 

 

Village Bell ringers will be playing in worship on Sunday, June 3rd, for the last time 

this season. They are preparing some challenging music, so come enjoy the sound of the 

bells!  

 

 

The Children’s Choir rehearsals have ended and will resume in Sep-

tember.  Please watch the summer bulletins and newsletters for addi-

tional information for when the choir rehearsals will re-start.  We 

thank all the children that participated this year and look forward to 

welcoming you all back in the fall. 
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M I S S I ON S  NE W S 

 
 

Tom Gogolinski is spearheading, with support 
from Missions, a Food Drive all summer long for 
local people, supporting the local food pantries 
Please bring in non perishable food items along 
with health, household, baby, and bathroom prod-
ucts.    
 
We would like to take a special offering of 

items on Children’s Sunday, June 3rd  Please be 

sure to bring your donated items to church on 

this day to kick off and support this mission. 
Your help is much appreciated. 

 
 

 
Peace of Bread – Help Needed 

Wednesday, July 11th 
  

Volunteers needed for a Peace of Bread Cook Out Meal.  We're serving up 
Hamburgers and Hot Dogs and Watermelon for a crowd of over 100 and need 
help with cooking, serving, and clean up on Wednesday, July 11th at the 
Presbyterian Church on Cottage Street.  We need cooks at 3:00-5:30 and serv-
ers at 5:15-7:00.  Please lend a hand. Bring a friend. See anyone from the 
missions committee for more information and sign-up to help out.help is 
much appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VCC members and friends assisting at a previous Peace of Bread meal. 



M I S S I ON  MOM E N T 
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Judge Not…. 
 

I was one of “those” parents standing in a long line hoping to purchase the “hot” Christmas item for my child.  
The store was opening at midnight and the line snaked all the way through the parking lot. The young biker 
couple in front of me had been hanging on to each other and publicly displaying affection for over an hour 
which made me blush, look-away, and feel very uncomfortable. 
 
Several times they tried to engage me in conversation, but I ignored them.  After all, what could I, a middle-
aged school employee, have in common with leather-clad, tattooed and pierced, 20-something motorcycle rid-
ers with no sense of public propriety? 
 
At midnight store employees opened the doors and began handing out numbered tickets to everyone in line.  
They announced that the store had 30 of the item and numbers would be drawn at random to purchase them.  
Hundreds of tickets were given out.  I knew the odds were not in my favor. 
 
My ticket blew out of my hand and biker-man in front of me retrieved it. As he handed it to me, I could no 
longer avoid speaking with him and his companion. We talked about why I was in this line and wanted this 
item.  I explained that we had recently moved to the state and the adjustment was taking time for my child. I 
explained that she still believed in Santa and this was all she wanted for Christmas. I was trying to make that 
wish come true and maybe ease the new home transition. 
 
Number after number was called – not mine.  Finally, it was down to only one item left.  The last number 
drawn belonged to the biker couple in front of me.  Dejected, I turned to leave - but was stopped by a tap on 
the shoulder.  Biker-man was offering me their ticket. 
 
I know I teared up and said I could not accept it.  They pressed it in my hand and said they insisted; they could 
wait and purchase the item another time; Christmas was for children after all. 
As I thanked them, I was filled with a deep shame for the assumptions I had made about them. Several decades 
later I still remember and burn with embarrassment when I recall this incident and my small-minded pettiness.  
And I recall the words of our Lord: “Judge not…lest ye be judged.” 

  

          (Lois Holmes) 

 
 
 



C ON GR ATUL AT I ON S  TO OU R  GRAD U AT E S 
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATESHIGH SCHOOL GRADUATESHIGH SCHOOL GRADUATESHIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES    

 
Maggie Reiter is graduating from Worcester Academy and will be attending Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 
the fall. 
 
Jaclyn Schnurpfeil is graduating from Norfolk County Agricultural High School and will be attending Alfred 
University in the fall. 
 
Austin van Lingen is graduating from Uxbridge High School and will be attending Framingham State Univer-
sity in the fall. 
 

COLLEGE GRADUATESCOLLEGE GRADUATESCOLLEGE GRADUATESCOLLEGE GRADUATES    

 
Robbie Wencek graduated magna cum laude from Becker College with a BA in Interactive Media Design, 
specializing in Computer Game Design.  

 
 
 
Lord God, 

 

We ask for your almighty hand to be upon all our graduates.. Bless 

their lives from this day on with goodness and love. 
 

Help them to stay true to their dreams, to use their gifts wisely, and 

to walk into the future with faith, hope, and great love. 
 

Amen. 
 

  



PA S TOR  OF V I S I TAT I ON  
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Visitation to those in nearby nursing homes continues each Sunday and dur-

ing the week.  Home visits also go on as requested to those who are not al-

ways able to get to church service as often as they like.  If there is someone 

you wish to add to the list, please call me or leave a message at the church 

office and I will be happy to visit with them.  I leave a bulletin, say a prayer, 

bring flowers sometimes, and offer the good wishes of our church family.  If 

you are scheduled for surgery or are ill on a temporary basis, I can visit if you 

wish, at hospital or at home, as you prefer. 

We don’t want any of our church family to feel they have been forgotten so 

be sure to give me a call with names and location.  Thank you. 

      Pat Furber   
      Pastor of Visitation  
      (508) 245-8989  

 
 

P U LP I T S UPP LY 

June 2018 
 

June 3rd - Pastor Pat Furber 
 

June 10th  - Ethan Drutchas - 
Prospective Senior Minister 

 
June 17th  - Rev. Marilyn Wilcox 

 
June 24th - Rev. Marilyn Wilcox 

 

 

P R AY ER S  RE QU E S T S 

PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

Prayer List- Sue Adams, Bob Bosma, Katherine Brown, Liam 

DiPilato, John Ellenwood, Grace Hatfield, Debra  

Heroux, the family of Lance & Lois Holmes, Jan Shoup, Betty 

Smith, Luke Tibedo, Chris V., Cathy, Luke, Trish 



VAC AT I ON B I B L E S C HOOL  

P a g e  1 2  J U N E  2 0 1 8  

VBS SUPPLIES NEEDED  

The NAC VBS Program always welcomes and appreci-
ates supplies to carry us through the week.  Items that 
are always needed are: snacks, craft supplies, paper, 
tape, glue sticks, paper plates & cups, zip lock bags. 

 Please place donated items in the VBS box in Mason 
   Hall. 

   

Looking for something  for the kids to 

do this summer?   

Join us for Vacation Bible School! 

The Ecumenical Vacation Bible School 
will be July 16th-July 20th at the      
Village Congregational Church.   

The program will consist of Bible instruction, worship, singing, crafts, out-
reach projects, chimes, sacred dance, recreation and refreshments. 

 

 

TAK E  T I M E  TO  T H I NK  

 

“A closed country is a dying country... A closed mind is a dying mind.” 
 

   Edna Ferber 
                (1887-1968) 

 
 

“The people no longer believe in principles, but will periodically  
believe in saviors.” 

 
   Jacob Christoph Burckhardt,  
   Swiss Historian(1818-897) 



FINANCIAL UPDATE 

2018 Year to Date 

As of May 15, 2018 

 

 Anticipated Offerings YTD: $36,667 

Offerings Received YTD: $25,419 (69% of Goal) 

  

Anticipated Expenses YTD: 101,331 

Actual Expenses YTD: $78,567 (77.5 % of Goal) 
  

Capital Campaign:  

2018 Goal YTD: $2,292  

Actual Received YTD - $350 (15% of Goal)  
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J U N E S PE C IA L OF FE R IN G 

 

Our June Special Offering will be used to offset the expenses of the Pastoral 
Search Committee, such as traveling, Open House, and other expenses in-
curred throughout the process. 

 

We are thankful to the members of the Pastoral Search Committee and for 
their dedication to this process.   

 

We look forward to welcoming the new Senior Minister of the Village        
Congregational Church and growing together as a community of faith. 

 



N E W S F R OM  T HE  C HUR C H OF F ICE  

I would like to thank everyone that I 
have had the pleasure of working with 
these past several years. 
 

For my own personal growth, I have 
accepted a full-time position doing 
something I very much enjoy.  My last 
day at the Church will be June 7th. 
 

I wish continued blessings for the   
        Village Church and its members. 
 

                                                                         Stephanie Stevens 
 
 
Thank you to John Guyette for his  
assistance with the recent funerals also 
for setting up tables & chairs that were 
needed for a meeting held at the 
church.  We appreciate your assistance! 
 
 
 
 

Please join us for our Spring recital on June 3rd at 
1 pm, reception following. Come and hear       
Appalachian folk songs, Broadway, and Disney 
favorites. Members of our Youth Ensemble and 
adult choir will be performing voice and piano 
repertoire, familiar and unfamiliar, to bless and 
welcome the Summer ~  

    Laurie Burke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendars:   

June 3rd - Communion/Children’s Sunday 

June 9th - Church Committee Meeting (Executive Session– 9:00AM) 
       Open House 2-5pm  
June 10th - Invitation Service for Rev. Ethan Drutchas 
       (Immediately followed by a Congregational vote) 
June 17th - Father’s Day 
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M AY B IRT HD AY S  A ND  

A NN I V ER S AR I E S  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:    

 

    
    

    
    

    

    

    

    

    HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:    

Chuck & Laurie Burke Peter & Paula Caffrey 

Matthew & Mandee Lape Keary & Sharon Naughton 

Patrick & Marketa Smith Tracy & Donna Tibedo 
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04-Jun Charlie Hill Jr. 

09-Jun Brandon Hall 

10-Jun Ken Picotte 

12-Jun Matthew Smith  

13-Jun Paula Caffrey  

18-Jun Albert Brodeur  

18-Jun Steven Gogolinski 

18-Jun Jim Sadik 

20-Jun Lois Holmes 

21-Jun Patrick Deane  

23-Jun Linda Shoup 

25-Jun Matthew Scott 

27-Jun Laura Newhall 

28-Jun Cole Schotanus 

29-Jun Stan Park  

 

F OR  OUR  FAT HE R S  

Strength of a Mountain 

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 

The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 

The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 

And so, He called it ... Dad 

- Author Unknown  



C OM M UN I TY N E W S 
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Let’s be sure to send Carolyn off with our Let’s be sure to send Carolyn off with our Let’s be sure to send Carolyn off with our Let’s be sure to send Carolyn off with our 
best wishes from the                                 best wishes from the                                 best wishes from the                                 best wishes from the                                 

Village Congregational Church.  Village Congregational Church.  Village Congregational Church.  Village Congregational Church.      

    

She has done so much for the Northbridge She has done so much for the Northbridge She has done so much for the Northbridge She has done so much for the Northbridge 
Association of Churches and                   Association of Churches and                   Association of Churches and                   Association of Churches and                   

our community!our community!our community!our community!    

For some people For some people For some people For some people     
Volunteering is about  givingVolunteering is about  givingVolunteering is about  givingVolunteering is about  giving    

But for the likes of youBut for the likes of youBut for the likes of youBut for the likes of you    
It is a way of living……It is a way of living……It is a way of living……It is a way of living……    

    
Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!    



JUNE 

 2018 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 
4:30-6:30 Music 
Lessons 

2 
9:00-10:15 Music  
Lessons 

 

 
 

3 

9:00 & 11:30 

Chancel Choir  

10:00 Worship  
(Pat Furber) 

11:00 Semi  

Annual Mtg.  

1:00 Music  

Recital 
 
 

Children’s Sunday 

Communion Sunday 

4 
6:00  C Scouts (M) 
7:00 Diaconate/
Church Growth 
Mtg. 
 
 

 

5 
6:00 C Scouts (M) 
7:00 B Scouts (D) 
 

6 

 

7 
9:00-3:00  
Alternatives Mtg. 
5:45 Daisy Trp (M) 
6:00 C Scouts (D) 
 

8 
 

9 

9:00 Church 

Committee Mtg. 

(Executive Ses-

sion) 

2:00-5:00 

Open House 

 

10 

9:00 Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 Invitation 

Worship Service 
(Rev. Ethan 

Drutchas ) 
 

 

11 
6:00 C Scouts (M) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12 
6:00 C Scouts (M) 
7:00 B Scouts (D) 
 

13 

 

14 
5:45 Daisy Trp (M) 
6:00 C Scouts (D) 

 

 

 

 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

10:00 Worship  
(Rev. Wilcox) 
 
 

VCC Youth 

Group Fellowship 

Event 

 

Father’s Day 

18 
6:00 C Scouts (M) 

19 
6:00 C Scouts (M) 
7:00 B Scouts (D) 

20 

 

21 
5:45 Daisy Trp (M) 
6:00 C Scouts (D) 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 

10:00 Worship  
(Rev. Wilcox) 

Sunday School  

6:00 Troop #155  
Plan. Mtg  

25 
6:00 C Scouts (M) 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
7:00 B Scouts (D) 

27 28 29 30 


