
Dear Church Family, 
 
As most of you are by now probably aware, our longtime Director of 

Christian Education, Donna Tibedo, has decided to step down from her 

position at the helm of our VCC Sunday School. I believe each of us 

owes her a deep debt of gratitude. 

 

For the past 11 years, Donna has been a leader in our congregation as 

director of the Sunday School, and chair of the CE Committee. Donna’s 

commitment to our youth, and service to our church, has benefited so 

many of us here at the VCC. Through long hours of planning and organ-

izing, facilitating and recruiting, Donna has worked hard to ensure that 

each and every Sunday our young people have a place to grow in faith, 

and to experience the joys of Christian fellowship.  Donna’s leadership 

in Sunday School and as a member of our church is deeply appreciated. 

I believe I speak for all of us in thanking Donna for her years of service. 

 

In the coming weeks and months, I will be working closely with the CE 

Committee and our Sunday School teachers as we seek to both honor the 

past, and envision the future, of youth ministry here at the VCC. In col-

laboration with Church Committee we hope to begin the hiring process 

in the coming weeks. We will do our best to keep the congregation in-

formed as this process unfolds.  

Should anyone have any questions or concerns, please don’t  

hesitate to contact me. 

May God bless you and keep you in the days ahead. 

 

Prayerfully yours, 

Ethan  
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The Day World Class Musicians 
Caused a Cosmic Shift 

 

On June 1 & 2 the brainchild of our VCC  
member, Patrick Smith, made its debut of an 
unforgettable musical experience created to  
support our VCC's growth initiatives.  
An extraordinary concert was brought to life 
and afforded us a unique concert enjoyed by 
our church members and the community at 
large.  Much gratitude and appreciation to 
Patrick and all the volunteers that made this  
emotional and spiritual event possible. 
It was brilliant! 

 

“My husband and I were amazed at 

the extraordinary quality of sound we experienced 

throughout this program!  

One of our favorite pieces was from Williams’ ET 

The Terrestrial. No recording ever came close to its 

performance in this concert.”  

-Laurie Burke, Music Director 

New World Chorale 

New England Brass Band Stephen Bulla, Conductor 
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June 2nd 

Thank you to all the Sunday School Students, Christian Ed. Director, Donna Tibedo and all of 
our volunteer teachers for your participation and leadership in our Sunday School Year! 
As you can see from the bottom center picture here, your beautiful flower plantings  

that day attracted a new visitor to our lawn!   
This picture of a curious fawn was taken the Monday after June 2nd. 
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A Letter from our Christian  
Education Director: 

Summer Youth Fellowship Volunteers are needed 
for leading the youths of our Congregation in select-

ed Sunday fellowship time during Sunday worship, 
for the months of June-August.  Please  direct inquir-
ies in hosting a Youth Fellowship Sunday to Claudia 

Dexter and  Reverend Ethan Drutchas at the church 
office email: office @vccucc.org                       

June 27, 2019 
Dear Students, Parents, Families, and  
Members of the Congregation, 
 
This notification is sent to let you know of my resignation from the 
role of Christian Education Director, as of this June of 2019.   
I have enjoyed the past eleven years serving the Village Congrega-
tional Church, first as a Sunday school teacher and then also as the 
Chair and Director of the Christian Education program.   
 
This decision was not an easy one on my part.  This was the appro-
priate time for me to step down from this role, to focus on the 
changing demands for my family and professional development. 
I am grateful for the dedication and support from the teachers and 
families within the VCC Christian Education Program, and for the 
interpersonal relationships that have developed among us all.   
 
I am proud of the program that we have all built together as a  
Congregation and have high hopes for its continued success and  
development in a new chapter of leadership for the Fall of 2019. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Donna Tibedo 

(Sabrina- 14 mos.) 
 

“The start of my Christian  
Education journey, and my 
purpose in the program.” 
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MUSIC PROGRAMS    
 

 

Planning ahead: 
Music in the summer!  The summer is quieter musically, but we are 

winding our way through this beautiful green time with a variety of 

solo selections - on Communion Sundays and select Sundays as well. 

Planning for September has begun but will begin in earnest in August! 

We look forward to an Autumn student voice and piano recital, and 

more. Stay tuned! May you enjoy a blessed and lyrical summer. 
 

If  you would like to perform a solo - or a duet with a friend - on a  

Sunday this summer, please contact Laurie Burke 

at Music@uccvcc.org with ideas and dates.  

All instruments and all ages are welcome!! 

Village Bell Ringers on 

Summer Break! 
 

The bell choir members are taking a 

much needed rest from their weekly 

rehearsals for the summer. They 

worked hard this past year, and 

made some beautiful music for all to 

enjoy. By the end of August, they will 

be gearing up again for the fall.  

If anyone is interested in joining the 

adult handbell choir, please get in 

touch with Harriet Forman at  

harrietf@charter.net. 

 

There is one more event that our 

bell director, Harriet Forman, is at-

tending at the end of June. She is  

going to University of Hartford for 4 

days to participate in the Area 1 

Handbell Festival/Conference.  

Harriet will be teaching one class, 

attending mass bell rehearsals, and 

taking some other classes to enrich 

her directing skills. She will also be 

ringing bells in the final concert on 

June 30! 

 

  Choose to Benefit VCC with your online shopping  
donations all Summer!    

   
  Turn your Summer shopping into a  
  force for good. Shop at  
  smile.amazon.com/ch/04-2104423 and    
  Amazon donates .5% of the price of  
  eligible purchases to your  
Village Congregational Church.  
Prime Day is a two-day parade of epic 
deals and it's coming soon! Prime mem-

bers can shop deals starting Monday, July 15 at 12:01am through Tues-
day, July 16 at 11:59pm. 
 

Since January 1st, AmazonSmile Foundation has issued a $44.98 dona-
tion as a result of AmazonSmile program activity by our church congre-
gation.  Take advantage of this feature anytime throughout the year and 
help support donations to your Village Congregational Church. 

mailto:Music@uccvcc.org
mailto:harrietf@charter.net
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=POTUCG8EERPM&K=I4NLAKRQ6G7X&M=urn:rtn:msg:2019052814040803c57c0c9e134f18955906b672b0p0na&R=IMOBEIW98EUQ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F04-2104423&H=JMEQXS32VLH6WK4XY7BHOIZNS88A
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  Dear Friends, 
 

  I wish to let you know of several changes that will be happening in 

  regards to our  monthly Communion Service at church during the summer months.  In July and August,  

  Communion Sunday will happen on the second Sunday of each month (7/7 & 8/11). This is for the 

  summer  only and beginning in September communion will return to the usual first Sunday of the  

  month. Likewise,  during these next two months, we will be offering communion by “Intinction.” This  

  differs from our usual  pew communion in that rather than remaining seated, members of our  

  congregation will be invited to come forward and take communion in front of the chancel (there will  

  be further guidance during the service). The  decision to conduct communion in this way was made in  

  collaboration with diaconate and was chosen  because it allows greater flexibility in a period of our  

  church year when Sunday  attendance tends to be less predictable. I ask that each of you keep an open 

   mind as we experiment with new and different ways of  doing things in these next couple of months.  

   Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t  hesitate to contact me directly. 

                                                                                                                                                                   Blessings,  Ethan  

The birth of a child is an exciting time!  On June 9th we were filled with joy at the  
arrival, hope for the future, and celebration of a dual Baptism of two beautiful baby 
girls, Lillian Gene Chan and Violet Irene Whittaker.  Congratulations to the parents 
and proud grandparents as we welcome your little ones to our VCC family. 
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Confirmation Classes: 
 

We are almost there!  We are in 
the final stretch to complete the 
last two classes.  Parents and  
confirmands please check your 

emails for the final class dates and 
Make-up sessions. 

We will meet again once in July 
and once in August.   

Thank you! 
 

Keep them in  
your prayers…    

Sean & Angelina Pera 
 

Family of Richard Mellen 
 

Alice Ovoian 
 

Bob Bosma  
 

Nicki Baggerman 
 

Liam DiPilato 
 

Kristen 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Mirsky 
 

Jan Shoup 
 

Luke Tibedo 

EXCITING VCC NEWS!  
The Diaconate Committee would 
like to recognize we made history 
at this month’s committee meeting 
when Joanna Harris attended her 
first official meeting while  
becoming the youngest Deacon to 
serve  the Village Congregational 
Church!  
Welcome aboard Joanna!  
 

Congratulations on becoming a Deacon at VCC!  
We are excited about your involvement and grateful for 
your willingness to step up.  You will be a much needed 
voice representing the younger generations in our church 
family. 

 Peace of Bread 
 

 The Village Congregational  
 will again be sponsoring a  
 delicious Peace of Bread   
 meal on Wednesday,   
 August 14, 2019 
 at the Presbyterian Church  
 on Cottage Street.  

Our trusty chefs are preparing to serve a cookout meal 
for a crowd of over 100 please consider lending a hand. 
We can use  help with cooking, serving, and clean up. We 
need cooks at 3:00-5:30pm and servers at 5:15-7pm.   
Bring a friend! To sign-up, please see anyone from the 
Missions Committee after service in Mason Hall. A sign-
up sheet is available on the table. Or, contact Charlie Hill 
at  cehill17@charter.net  If you are unable to volunteer in 
person, “Friends of  P.O.B.” gladly accepts donations 
online to continue their work of providing  food and  
service to the Peace of Bread mission at 
                              www.whitinpres.org/friends 
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MISSIONS 

The Missions Committee  
continues to ask for donations 
of paper goods and personal 
care items through the end of 
August for the food pantry.  

   
Thank you to all who made 

contributions in June! 
 

 

DONATIONS FOR THE NAC FOOD PANTRY 

Coming up in August… 
 

N.A.C  Backpack & School Supplies Drive – 
Can you help? 
I know, I know, who wants to think about school 
in the middle of summer, right?  Alas, time flies 
and VCC is on a mission to help local junior and 
senior high school students in need of school 
supplies. Each year NAC member churches  
donate the filled backpacks to the Department  
of  Children & Families in Whitinsville.   
 

Our goal is to fill at least 10 backpacks.   
Donations of backpacks, notebooks, binders, 
pens, pencils, paper, etc. are greatly appreciated.  
Charlie Hill, Missions Chair, Lois Holmes  
and Nola Stefancyk will be managing this  
mission.  You may leave your donations in the 
designated collection bin in Mason Hall on Sun-
days or stop by during the week Mon.-Thurs. 
8:30am – 1:00 pm.   

Deadline for donating is August 19th.   

Thanks for your support! 
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Harvest Festival News 
 

 “We can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens us.”  

                                     -Philippians 4:13 
 
Excitement is building in anticipation of the 

Harvest Festival.! We are encouraged by the 

number of people who came to our last meeting.  

What a dedicated, loving group of volunteers!   

We are definitely looking for more people to 

commit to coming and helping for any amount of time on September 28th .  Can you spare some time in the 

morning to help set up or at the end to clean up?  Could you help flip some burgers and hot dogs for even an 

hour or two?  Could you help sell raffle tickets or collect money for the Face Painter?  Would you like us to 

find an important place that you can assist that day?  Please contact the VCC office or Genie Stack at 508-728-

9521 or email tripletmom220@hotmnail.com if we can count on you! 

Donations:   

Over the summer, please put aside any useable items that you might want to bring for the Tag Sale.  We’re 

looking to make it more of a Marketplace so please do not bring anything that does not work or is damaged.  

These kind of items do not sell and will cost the church money to get rid of. 
 

Dust off your family recipes and be thinking of some favorites to bake for the Baked Goods table.  Please let 

JoAnn Guyette know what you will be contributing  via email at joguyette1@charter.net 
 

To this date, we are very grateful to the many people who have stepped up but if you have an idea for a table, 

please let us know as soon as possible.  If you can come to help in any capacity that day, just let us know that 

too! Thank you for being a part of this fundraiser for our church. 
 

  Table and tent areas that could use your donations: 

“Plants & More Table” 
Wendy Berube: 

wberube@hotmail.com 

 
The Plants and More table is look-
ing for donations of house plants 

and floral de cor. 
Have plants that need re-potting 

and need a new home? 
Are you crafty and can put together 

a Fall Wreath or decoration? 
Please let us know and we will 
make arrangements to get these 

items from you! 
 
 

 

“Children’s Games & 
Crafts” 

Harriet Forman 
harrietf@charter.net 

 

Harriet Forman and Dick Thurlow 
will be heading up the Children’s 
Games area and are planning some 
fun activities for kids of all ages, 
The main things that Harriet and 
Dick need at this point are eager 
volunteers – 2 shifts of 5 people,  
11-1p & 1-3p.  Kids ages 14 and 
over can also help in this area. 
WE NEED:  Cornhole Game Set, 
Slime Making Ingredients and 
Rubiks Cubes to borrow or  
donated. 

“Crochet, Knitting & 
Crafts Table” 
Joan DesJourdy 

jedesjourdy@aol.com 
Donate your time and talent with  
hand made knitted and or cro-
cheted items.   
to our crafters knitting tent in Sept.  
OR, perhaps you have a substantial 
quantity of yarn around the house 
not being used.  Our knitting group 
will gladly accept your donations to 
our knitting basket in Mason Hall.  
Anyone knitting for the cause is 
welcomed to take from the yarn 
basket to complete their projects. 
 

mailto:tripletmom220@hotmnail.com
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We need vendors!  Help us find vendors by sharing this form.  
We are in need of help acquiring Gift Certificates from local businesses for our Raffles.  
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  For the past month I have focused on the issue of prayer 

  in a four part sermon series with Part I in May, Part II in 

  June, Part III will be on July 7th and Part IV on August  

 4th.  Our contact and communication with God is prayer.  

 Many people across the world are hungry for something  

 missing in their lives.  There is an emptiness they can’t  

 seem to fill or satisfy.  Many are trying to fill their empty 

 ness with so many other alternatives that don’t work or  

 are even harmful to oneself. God is tired of trying to get  

 our attention, trying to reach out to us.  WE need to  

 reach out to GOD, to turn back to God through prayer. 

  

Prayer is talking to a friend.  Sometimes, words are not needed; sometimes the right words are 

not available.  How many of us have felt that way? 

And then sometimes, well, words are not enough.  When that happens, start there, tell God you 

want to talk but words are hard to find at the moment.  

 

Take a walk through nature for God is there.  Sing a favorite hymn, for God is in its words.  

Dance a favorite dance, for God will be in the music that moves you! Paint, draw, color, sit in 

the light of silence for God is in all of it!  Nothing is too big a concern for God to help with.  

Just sit quietly in the silence and hold his hand.  If it’s important to you, it’s important to God 

and He is ready to listen any time.  Let God fill your emptiness with his presence, His mercy 

and His love.  Like the song says, “Reach out for God” because He is reaching out to you.  Re-

member too, to thank God and praise God for his many blessings,  for hearing and for answer-

ing our prayers. 

 

Remember, if anyone knows of someone who could benefit from a visit or someone in the hos-

pital, nursing home or rehab center, please be sure to let me know with a  phone call.  

Your thoughtfulness and compassion for others is sure to make a difference.  

Blessings,   

Pat Furber, Pastor of Visitation  

Pastor of Visitation 

508-245-8989 
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Youth Group of Taylor Michigan from St. Paul’s Church  
visits Village Congregational Church 

 

On June 16th a joyful, hard-working and gracious group of teens descended upon VCC to share their good 
will and volunteerism for a number of charities in our community. Here are some great moments captured 
on their busy days at Salvation Army, Catholic Charities, the ARC, and Dog Orphans.  Our own teen groups 
and Boy Scouts also joined in on their mission and fun evening activities planned throughout the week.  A 
great big Thank you to all our members who contributed food, snacks, Pizza night, West End Creamery. A 
special shout out to Lisa Gogolinski for helping us organize all the details, fun activities and to Ken Picotte 
and Boy Scout TROOP #155 for rolling out the red carpet for this deserving bunch of teens and Youth Group 
leaders.  You were all very inspiring and it was our pleasure to host you all.   

We heard we were deemed their top 3 favorite mission experiences thus far!   
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UCC Youth Mission Group 
 



P a g e  1 4  

Chancel Flowers are given 
on 

 August 18, 2019 
 

In Honor of  
Lewis W. Smith’s 

95th Birthday! 
 

Given by Jeff & Betty Smith 
 

 
 
 
 

Say it with Flowers!  
   A beautiful way to remember 
someone special is with Chancel 

Flowers in memory of or in honor of 
someone’s   Birthday or Anniver-
sary.  Two bouquets are placed on 
the   Chancel and your dedication in 
the church bulletin. After worship, 
you may keep the flowers or donate 

to a shut-in church member.  

If you are interested in reserving a 
special date in advance, Summer is a 
great time to plan ahead.  Please 

complete a form found in Mason Hall 
or call Claudia at the church office. 

(1) bouquet is $45 and  
(2) bouquets are $90.   

03-Jul Sabrina Tibedo 

04-Jul Marketa Smith  

05-Jul Jennifer Knott 

07-Jul Jake Reding  

10-Jul Sandy Lowther 

10-Jul Grace Maxim 

10-Jul Katharine Ohman  

10-Jul Allen Rheaume  

11-Jul Silas Winchell 

13-Jul Kyle Froment  

16-Jul Michael Auciello 

19-Jul Ayla Schotanus 

20-Jul Julie Caffrey  

21-Jul Elizabeth Miller  

23-Jul Anna Polucha  

27-Jul Elise Talbott 

29-Jul John Burbury  

29-Jul Kate Scott 

31-Jul Kaylin Berube  

03-Aug Justin Deane  

04-Aug Traci Bombard 

07-Aug Lisa Ovoian  

08-Aug Olivia Bombard 

08-Aug Marjorie Wyman 

10-Aug Howard Desjourdy  

11-Aug Lisa Gogolinski 

13-Aug Jimmy Caffrey  

14-Aug Connor Gannon 

15-Aug John Bombard 

15-Aug John Guyette Sr.  

15-Aug Lisa Lukasek 

15-Aug Rachel Tatarek  

16-Aug Christopher Smith  

16-Aug Patrick Smith Jr.  

20-Aug Caitlin Naughton 

21-Aug Kris Froment  

23-Aug Patrick Smith Sr.  

23-Aug Jeff Bedigian  

25-Aug Amie Briggs 

26-Aug David Froment  

26-Aug Shirley Paine  

30-Aug Nicky Jane 

JULY 
 
 

Kevin & Holly Hogan 

John & Julie Polucha 
 
 

AUGUST 
 
 

Michael & Debra Auciello 

Steven & Lisa Gogolinski 

 Bill & Laura Newhall  

Ronald & Judith Paille 

Jason & Michelle Scott 

Jeffrey & Betty Smith 

Dan & Genie Stack 
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     JULY– AUG.  SAVE THE DATES 
           Communion Sunday,  June 14th at 10am  (Second Sunday) 
           Come worship with us every Sunday!  
*The Adult Chancel Choir does not hold rehearsals during the summer months 

  July 

  1,2, 3, 4  -Cub Scouts meet at 6p & join Boy Scout Meeting 6:30 Dining Hall on Tues. 

  1- Diaconate/Church Growth Committee Meeting 7pm 

  4–Girl Scouts Meeting 5:45 pm Mason Hall 

  7 - Worship at 10 am with Pastor Pat Furber (No Communion this Sunday) 

  7- Boy Scout Troop #155 meets at  6pm & 7pm 

  8, 10 & 11  -Cub Scouts Pak Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

 14 –Worship 10 am  Communion Sunday with Rev. Ethan Drutchas 

15, 17 & 18 -Cub Scouts Pak Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

18- Girl Scouts Meeting 5:45 pm Mason Hall 

20—Recycle Day! At VCC from 9am—2pm in church parking lot 

21 –Worship 10 am with Rev. Ethan Drutchas 

21 -Church Committee Meeting  11:15 am Thurston Room 

22 - 26 Vacation Bible School - NAC Ecumenical at Pleasant Street Church (9a-1p) 

26 - Cub Scouts Pak Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

28 –Worship 10 am with Rev. Ethan Drutchas 

29 - Aug. 4  -Rev. Ethan away on vacation 

29, 31 &  Aug. 1 - Cub Scouts Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

30 - Boy Scout Troop #155 meets at  7pm 
 

 August 

  1 -Girl Scouts Meeting at 5:45  Mason Hall 

  4- Worship 10 am with Pastor Pat Furber (No Communion) 

  4 - Boy Scout Troop #155 meets at  6pm & 7pm 

  5 -Diaconate and Church Growth Committee Meeting 7pm Thurston Room 

  5, 7 & 8 - Cub Scouts Pak Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

11—Worship 10 am Communion Sunday with Rev. Ethan Drutchas 

12, 14 & 15 -Cub Scouts Pak Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

15 -Girl Scouts Meeting at 5:45  Mason Hall 

18 - Worship Service 10 am 

18 - Church Committee Meeting 11:15 am 

19, 21 & 22 - Cub Scouts Pak Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

25 - Worship Service 10 am  

26, 28 & 29 - Cub Scouts Pak Meeting 6pm Dining Room 

29 -Girl Scouts Meeting at 5:45  Mason Hall 

Your next VCC Contact Newsletter will be September.  Please send your news, articles, pictures 

of events to Claudia at the church office by Aug. 20th at office@vccucc.org 

  Church Office Hours:  

Mon. – Thurs. 9am— 2pm   
 

Rev. Ethan’s office hours:  
Mon.—Wed. 10am-4pm 
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Thank You! 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR MISSION 
 

 
Chances are, there’s something about Fellowship Hour that tickles your fancy…                     

perhaps it was the hot coffee, or now the cool lemonade, homemade baked goods or …       
maybe the cookies…or just the good old-fashioned conversation that invites you to                   

come to Mason Hall for friendship with your church family.                                                       
How wonderful! 

 

The Pastoral Side of Coffee Hour 
“Coffee hour is more than small talk. Sure, on the surface the conversation may appear to be of 
the cocktail-party-type. But there can be – more going on. Congregants are spiritually nourish-
ing one another. I’ve seen tears assuaged, courage transmitted, prayers whispered in the corner, 

and sermons positively discussed. At some moment, someone else’s story becomes part of our 
own.  At its best, a church coffee hour is a venue for the Holy Spirit to work.” 

 

As summer is upon us, we are trying a new approach to continuing our Fellowship Hour.   
Starting now, we would like to make a general request to all members to just donate snacks  
or packaged cookies/crackers towards our Fellowship Mission. Or perhaps you can donate  
water, powdered drink mix, or a bottle of juice or lemonade. Just pick one item and not the  

entire spread. With your individual support and donations we can keep this  social time going 
without a huge commitment from any one person. All non-perishable donations can be left with 

church office or Deacons kitchen Mon. - Thurs. 9-2pm.   
And anyone bringing a perishable item can continue to bring them on Sunday mornings. 

 

Please help us keep this important part of our church life a 
welcoming time of fellowship for all. 



 
A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  
W h i t i n s v i l l e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

5 Church Street 
P.O. Box 217 
Whitinsville, MA 01588 

Phone: 508-234-7901 
Email: office@vccucc.org 
Website: www.vccucc.org 

Happy Independence 
Day America! 

Wishing our church 
family a happy, safe and  

restful 4th of July! 
Communion Sunday 

will be July 14th 


