
xz*All who are able please stand 
 

PRELUDE-"Selected” 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
Matthew 1:18-21 
 

 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about : His mother Mary 

was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 

was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.  

 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want 

to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  
 

 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 

Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
  

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP- “like a child”                         Damon 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP- Matthew 1:22-23 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet:  “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 

will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
 

*CAROL- “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                              #206 

 

SCRIPTURE- Matthew 2:1-12 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 

and have come to worship him.”  
 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 

him.  When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 

teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born.  

 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 

written:  

“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who 

will shepherd my people Israel.’ ”  

 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 

time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 

search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 

that I too may go and worship him.”  
 

 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 

had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 

where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 

they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 

and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.   And 

having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 

their country by another route. 

     

OFFERTORY- “Selected” 

*OFFERING RESPONSE- “O Bless the Gifts” 

O bless the gifts our hands have brought; and bless the work our 

hearts have planned. Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; the rest, 

O God, is in Your hand. 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM- “Glory to God”                          Larson 

 

TEXT- Luke 2: 8-14 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will 

cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  
 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those       

on whom his favor rests.” 

 

MESSAGE 
  

 



THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
The pastor will pass the light from the Christ Candle to the Deacons who 

will pass the light through the congregation. Members of the 

congregation will pass the light to the person standing next to them.  

Please dip the UNLIT candle into the lit one. 

Luke 15-20 

 

*HYMN- “Silent Night”                                                                                    #189       

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*CAROL- “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” vss, 1,2,4  #194 
      

(Please follow the Deacons’ directions for exiting, carrying the light out to 

the Narthex symbolizing carrying the Christ light out into the world) 

 

A joyous and blessed Christmas to one and all. 

 
 

Thank you to the Chancel Choir and Leah Marley for their contributions 

to the service. 

 

The church office will be closed on Monday, December 26th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Village Congregational Church 

5 Church Street Whitinsville, Massachusetts 01588 Phone 

(508) 234-7901   Email: office@vccucc.org 

Website: www.vccucc.org  Facebook: www.Facebook.com/vccucc 

 

The Village Congregational Church 
************************************ 

Welcome to Our 

Christmas Eve 

Family Service 

 

 
 

 

December 24, 2016 

5:00 PM Service 


