
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

As I’m writing this, I find my gaze drifting out the window of my study on the second 

floor of the parsonage.  It overlooks the village common. It’s a beautiful view. But it’s 

also a scene that can feel a little bleak this time of year. Because, let’s be honest, this 

time of year can feel dismal. It’s a time when the cold and snow starts to wear on us; 

the season where all of those long days inside can leave us a little stir crazy. For many 

of us (and myself included) it’s the time of year when we be begin to long desperately 

for the warmth and promise of Spring.  We may feel as though everything around us 

becomes a little obscured. We become wistful and daydream of our plans for those 

days of sunshine, green and the outdoors. 

From experience, I can tell you church life is no different.  When compared to the cele-

brations of Christmas and Easter and the forthcoming activity of Advent and Lent, 

these intervening months can feel a little like the doldrums.  It is a time in which 

there’s lots of planning, but seemingly little action.  Yet at the same time, it’s a period 

in our church life that’s all the more important for that very reason. 

I’m reminded of those most famous words from the Book of Ecclesiastes: “There is a 

time for everything, and a season for everything under the heavens.” (3:1) Like so 

much else in that remarkable bookend of the Old Testament, the words above are a 

reminder to be humble. And a reminder that despite our best laid plans, all things are 

in God’s time, not our own.  It’s something all of us would do well to remember.  

As I look out my window, I need to remind myself that what I see there is not only 

something waiting to spring to life again, but a little corner of creation, that even in 

the depths of winter, remains God’s own.  In the same way, let us remember that in 

the life of our church, the work we do now is laying seeds that will hopefully bear fruit 

come Spring.  Let’s remember that even in the quiet interval of winter,  the focus of 

our faith remains the same as it does in any season: "'Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 

and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as your-

self.'" 

There’s still much planning to be done for so many exciting 

things in the works.  Spring will arrive in its due time; and 

like it, there is indeed a season for everything, for planning,  

for snow and the cold.  

   Blessings to you in the days ahead. 

   Prayerfully yours, 

   Ethan 
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How Do We Want to Grow?   
Discussion Feedback 
 

Thank you to all who attended our two “listening/thinking” meet-
ings in January. We spent time on discussing our worship, mis-
sions, Christian education and community outreach programs; 
what we are doing now and ideas for things we could do in the    
future.  Topics, Issues and ideas included the following: 

Worship-  The minor changes we have made to our Sunday service 
seem to be well received.  We heard several compliments about our music programs. There was a discus-
sion about having our Sunday service begin at 9am in July and August.                                                                                                                                                                                          
We will experiment with having an informal weekday worship service, probably on Wednesday evenings, 
during Lent. This service will provide an alternative for those who are unable to attend on Sunday and 
may be beneficial for other reasons to our congregation and community. 
 

Missions-  We discussed whether we should be considering a more global approach to our mission  
efforts. We heard that most attendees felt our mission efforts should focus on local needs.  Most of our 
mission projects are coordinated  by the Northbridge Association of Churches(NAC); although this works 
well, it was felt that we should investigate having our Church lead at least one mission project annually. 
We were very excited and grateful when Dan and Genie Stack stepped up and agreed to lead a Harvest 
Fair event this fall. For many years our Church held this event annually. The fair was financially successful 
and a great way to introduce our Church to the community.  Thank you Dan and Genie for stepping up to 
revive this event! 
 

Christian Education-  Some attendees asked if alternative curriculums could be investigated. Our confir-
mation program is proceeding well, but there was additional discussion about other programs we could 
possibly  provide for our young adults. 
 

Adult Education-  Ideas were discussed, including Bible Study, book discussions and speakers from out-
side our Church.  Perhaps some of these ideas could be incorporated into the future Wednesday evening 
worship. 
 

All of the above was discussed during our January Church Committee meeting.  It was agreed that each 
appropriate committee will discuss these and the other ideas presented and report to us during the March 
Church Committee meeting. We’ll continue to keep you informed on these initiatives as they progress. 
Our deepest  gratitude to all for your time, ideas and efforts to improve our Church. 
 

Sincerely,  Ethan and Vince 

VCC Giving Envelopes for 2019 are in and available for pick up at 
the back of the sanctuary.  Please be sure to pick up the correct corre-
sponding box of donation envelopes labeled with your name and number.  
A list is available for reference.  Anyone  who isn't receiving offering  
envelopes and would like to, please contact Claudia at the church office. 
We thank you for your generous support throughout the year. 
 

 



We are having fun 

being creative and 

praying for others. 
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Through the month of January, and as we con-
tinue into New Year, Christian Education 

classes are exploring a learning module on 
“Prayer”.  A craft project and the introduction 
of our “Prayer Door” will help support further 

exploration in classrooms of the power of 
prayer.  Students were anxious to share their 
Prayer Door activity with the Congregation.  

Please take part in adding your prayers to the 
Prayer Door located by the Christian Education 

news board in Mason Hall. 

Get involved!  The children in our Congregation 
are invited to take part in Sunday Services.       

Opportunities are available for greeters, candle 
lighters, and participation in communion          
services.  Please direct inquiries regarding your 

child’s participation during select Sunday ser-
vices to Donna Tibedo, Christian Education         
Director, or Rob Harris, Deacon. 

Thank you! 

Donna Tibedo 

Christian Education Director 
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THANKS for Supporting the  
Sunday School Bake Sale 

Another mission accomplished! 

YOU 

Helped us  

provide  

44 

$5.00 

Gift Cards  

to Our NAC 

Warming  

Shelters 
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MUSIC PROGRAMS    - Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Coming Up: As we begin to dream of spring, we will explore 
more of our hymnal, and incorporate more of the newer hymns, 
along with less-sung older hymns; we are expanding our reper-
toire! Some of these will be sung as Introits on the second, third, 
and fourth Sundays, first. This would be an excellent opportunity 
to come and sing the Introit with the choir! Stay tuned  ~~~ 

 
 
Youth Choir -Is open to all tweens and teens who enjoy singing with 
others!  They perform as a group and are also invited to sing at times 
with  the Adult and Children’s Choirs.  Youth are invited to join us to 

sing the Introit with the adult choir on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of 

the month, rehearsing at 9:15 am in the sanctuary!  
 
Student Ensemble—The Student Ensemble of VCC  is performing 
"The River Sleeps Beneath the Sky".  The first rehearsal is at 11:30 
am on Sun, February 3rd.  A minimum of three rehearsals will be re-
quired to participate for May/June performance(s).  This moving 
piece is by Mary Lynn Lightfoot and the incredible text is the poem 
"Sunset," by Paul Laurence Dunbar.  All young VCC singers and in-
strumentalists are invited to join us as well.  All musicians need the 
ability to convey melody with feeling and expression. This piece is 
fun to sing!  This choir group is comprised of tweens and teens cur-
rently studying with our Music Director.  Rehearsal times are the first 

Sunday of the month, after the service, at 11:30 am in the sanctuary.  
 

Adult/Chancel Choir– Rehearsals continue to meet on Sundays at 
9am before service.  We will also continue to hold evening choir re-
hearsals on every Wednesday before Communion Sunday. 
 

Organist Note: Our organist, Susan Wildman, is back with us playing 
the first Sunday of each month.  
 

All who love singing are invited to consider joining our choirs, 
adult and youth, for one or more Sundays, to sing the Introit or 
more. For more information regarding participating, please con-
tact Laurie Burke at laurie.burke@gmail.com.   
 
 

-Laurie Burke, Music Director 
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TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE 
FOR  

WINTER-SPRING 2019 
Worship Sundays at 10am 

 
January 27th 

 

March 17th 
 

APRIL 21st - EASTER 
 
 
 

  
We will be away at a  

conference 
June 27-30, 2019 

In Hartford, CT 
 

Harriet Forman, 
Village Bell Ringers 

Bell Choir Director 

mailto:laurie.burke@gmail.com
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A Message from our NAC 
Food Pantry Coordinator 
 

Yes, we are still searching for an 
NAC Food Pantry Coordinator!  
This food pantry is locate at the 
Northbridge Senior Center, 20 
Highland St. in Whitinsville.  The 
coordinator organizes volunteers 
to help at the Pantry, maintainis 
relationships with community or-
ganizations, and advances the Pan-
try’s mission of ensuring food se-
curity for local families in need.  
This is a rewarding volunteer posi-
tion with a minimum commitment 
of 15+ hours/week. This may in-
crease depending on the season. 
Requirements: 
 Inventory Management - or-

dering, & receiving, both from 
the Food Bank as well as dona-
tions. Organizing the food pan-
try, shopping. 

 

 Relationship-Building - We 
partner with local stores and 
Northbridge High School Com-
munity Garden. 

 

 Fundraising - organize fund-
raisers and grants for food. 

 

 Reporting - preparing monthly 
status reports for the Food 
Bank and NAC meetings. 

 

 Volunteer Management - using 
Word and Excel to coordinate 
volunteer schedules.  

 

Required certificates (Can be obtained 

after start date) - Servsafe, Orientation 

class at the Food Bank. If interested please 

apply with Kathy Kane at  

pkane@charter.net 

How Can You Help?  Currently, 

the warming centers in our NAC 

group of churches are in dire need 

of volunteers to staff the shelter in 

four hour shifts throughout the 

night. Volunteers can apply by  

filling out an application online.   

Just visit: http://www.whitinpres.org/shelter/ 

 

Sign up for one of our training sessions. Volunteers need to be 

18+ to apply and both men and women are needed! Return 

completed applications to the church office of-

fice@whitinpres.net 

 

To take the Online Volunteer Training, contact the shelter 

volunteers at the contact info below to receive the password  

and then visit www.whitinpres.org/training. The training and  

application process will take approximately an hour and a half. 

 

The NAC churches and Warming Centers thank you for  

helping them spread the word so they can keep fulfilling  

their mission. 
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Peace of Bread 
Please Note, date has been 
changed! 
The Village Congregational 
Church will be sponsoring the 
Peace of Bread meal on 
Wednesday,  February 6, 
2019 at the Presbyterian 
Church on Cottage Street. We're 

serving up meatloaf and mashed potatoes for a crowd of 
over 100 and need help with cooking, serving, and clean up. 
We need cooks at 3:00-5:30pm and servers at 5:15-7pm.   
Please lend a hand. Bring a friend! To sign-up, see anyone 
from the Missions Committee after service in Mason Hall or 
Contact Charlie Hill at  cehill17@charter.net  
 
 

http://www.whitinpres.org/shelter/www.whitinpres.org/training
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A Message from our Deacons... 
Thank  you to everyone who dedicated 
their time  to helping us both set up 
and take down all the Christmas 
preparation and décor before and after 
the Christmas Season. 
 
A pizza lunch was enjoyed by all the 
volunteers on both occasions.  We 
could not have done this in a few hours 
without your help and we appreciate 
the volunteerism! 

WCS Speaker Series Event in 
the Nehemiah Center  

February 7 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

at Whitinsville Christian School,  
279 Linwood Ave., Whitinsville   

Dr. Ruth Potee, Board Certified Family  
Physician and Addiction Medicine Physician,  

 Presents 
 

"Effects of Drug-Taking Behavior  
on the Brain."  

 

This event is open to the public and free of 
charge.  For more information, please 
visit whitinsvillechristian.org/potee.  
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Join us for a very special Worship  

Service in conjunction with the 
Boy Scouts Troop #155 on 
Sunday, February 10, 2019. 

 
Featuring Scouts and Scout Leaders  

as well as our  
Organist, Susan Wildman.  

Fellowship/Coffee Reception 
to follow. 

http://whitinsvillechristian.org/potee


 Mission Moment 
 

My very first year of teaching, I vividly recall a student at 

Christmas time giving me a $5 gift certificate to a depart-

ment store I could not normally afford to frequent.  (The 

year was 1973 and my annual salary was $7,000.)  With 

that $5 gift card I bought a colorful, warm, woolen scarf 

that I wore and treasured for  

decades. 
 

The days of $5 woolen scarves are long gone; we’re lucky to 

get a cup of Starbucks for that price now.  But $5 gift cards 

can still work wonders for the homeless. 

When guests at the Blackstone Valley Emergency Overnight 

Shelter leave the shelter at 7AM each morning, they are 

given a $5 gift card - $5 only, no more – to Dunkin Donuts, 

McDonalds, or Burger King.  (These area fast food spots 

will allow patrons to sit inside as long as they purchase 

something.) 
 

 Do you make a daily run to Dunkin?  Bring the kids to 

McDonalds?  Have a quick burger at Burger King? Please 

consider purchasing a $5 gift card while you are 

there.  Then bring the card to church. 

The Missions Committee will have a basket on the Missions 

Table for the donation of $5 gift cards or cash (any amount) 

through the month of February or you may give your dona-

tion to Lois Holmes who will purchase additional cards for 

the shelter. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the less fortunate 

among us. 
 

2 Corinthians 4:15  For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to 

more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
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Keep them in 

your prayers… 
 

  Family of   
Sue Bartlett  

 

Bob Bosma  
 

Nicki Baggerman 
 

Charlene &  
John Burbury 

 

Cathy 
 

Liam DiPilato 
 

Joanne Guyette 
 

Debra Heroux 
 

Kristen 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Mirsky 
 

Jan Shoup 
 

Luke Tibedo 
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Celebrating a special 

occasion? Honoring a 

loved one? Say it with      

Chancel Flowers!          
A beautiful way to remember 
someone special is with     
Chancel Flowers in memory of 
or in honor of someone’s Birth-
day or Anniversary.  Every 
week, our sanctuary is graced 
with lovely fresh floral arrange-
ments. Two bouquets are 
placed on the Chancel in mem-
ory or in honor of a person or 
special event by a church mem-
ber or friend. After worship, 
you may keep the flowers or 
donate one or both bouquets to 
a shut-in church member.  

If you are interested in donating 
chancel flowers in memory/
honor of a loved one, please 
complete a form which can be 
found in Mason Hall.  Forms can 
be placed on the table or in the 
collection basket.  Or if you pre-
fer, call or email Claudia at the 
church office with your request.  

(1) bouquet is $45  
and  (2) bouquets are$90.   
 
Available dates are Feb 10, 17 
& 24.  As well as March 3, 10, 
17, 24 and 31. 
 

Winter has finally 
found us! 
 

With the cold, the snow, the ice, the 

football games, and the shovels, 

there is no denying it at this point; 

winter has finally found us!  It was 

just a matter of time… 

Is this how you feel about your faith 

or about God? Are you in hiding? Or 

pretending to be?  God always finds us, always knows where we are, 

what we are doing, what we are thinking.  Is there a reason why you may 

be incognito?  Sometimes we might think we just need a break, a rest, 

some quiet time.  But God never takes a break from us! He is always 

available to welcome us back, to hear our prayers, to listen to our diffi-

culties.  God is waiting for our return. 

 

Taking that first step  can be hard.  But once we do,  we will wonder why 

it took us so long.  What a relief, what a comfort to be back in God’s 

arms!  Make all you do a prayer.  Make all your thoughts a  

prayer to praise God for his blessings that are numerous.  Our  

battlefield doesn’t matter because God will be the victor when we put 

our trust in him. 

 

How are you doing with the changes you have made in your life and in 

the new year?  These things can take time and  persistence.  It is not easy 

to add or change a habit but  it does depend greatly on how much you 

want it.  Keep at it and  pray about it .  If it is a good change for you then 

you will have some success.  Pray regularly. 

 

If you know of someone who has taken ill, let us know so we can send 

them a card, make a phone call or even visit them.  If you are scheduled 

For a hospital visit, let me know so I can check in with you. 

 

Have a great and blessed month.             

Pat Furber,  

Pastor of Visitation 

508-245-8989 
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Benefit for 
BV Warming 

Shelter 
& 

Peace of   

Bread 



 

VCC to host Classical Music Concert 
 

 We have some exciting news!  VCC will open it's doors to the public to present 
"Cosmic Classics." This classical concert is of cosmic proportions (definition  

cosmic: /ˈkäzmik/ adjective:  inconceivably vast) and it is coming to Northbridge.  
The event will support VCC's growth initiatives by sharing an enjoyable concert with 

 our members and the community at large. Proceeds are expected to benefit 
VCC. Details are as follows: 

 
     WHERE:  Village Congregational Church 
                                                 5 Church Street, Whitinsville 
 

 WHEN: Friday May 31 - 7:30pm (free rehearsal) 
  Saturday June 1 - 7pm 

Sunday June 2 - 3pm 
 

WHAT:  This is NOT a long, boring classical music concert of olden days.  
Attendees will experience the transformative power of classical music like  

never before: with inconceivably vast repertoire —the best portions of the best  
classical music ever written— performed in a fast paced presentation featuring:  
The New England Brass Band, the New World Chorale,  William J. Ness (organ),  

Robert Finley (piano), Emily Tweedy (soprano), Heather Gallagher (mezzo soprano), 
Alix Raspe (harp). The program includes: 

 
  Strauss: Also Sprach Zarathustra 

  Wagner: Tannhauser—Grand March/Pilgrim’s Chorus 

  Holst: The Planets—Jupiter 

  Liszt/Paganini: La Campanella 

  Rimsky-Korsakov: Flight of the Bumblebee 

  Sibelius: Be Still My Soul 

  Saint-Saens: Organ Symphony 

  Mahler: Resurrection Symphony 

  Williams: E.T. The Extraterrestrial 

 
 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO NOW: Save the Date!  Mark your calendar now and look 
for more information in next month' VCC Contact. If you'd like to help out with this 
exciting opportunity, we are looking for volunteers for a number of tasks. Just con-
tact the VCC church office:  office@vccucc.org. For tickets and more information 

check out the ticketing website: nebb.eventbrite.com 
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mailto:office@vccucc.org
http://nebb.eventbrite.com/


February 18th 

Chad and Paige Talbot 
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Congratulations on this  

momentous occasion!  

Wishing you a very Happy  

February Wedding  

Anniversary and many more 

years of wedded bliss! 

Feb.    4   Meigan Pixley  Feb.  14   Betty Smith 
Feb.    6   Trevor Horgan  Feb.  17   Kara van Lingen 
Feb.    8   Jessica Adams    Feb.  19   Robert Harris  
Feb.    8   Jason Scott             Feb.  20   Genie Stack 
Feb.  10   Dorothy Gravison Feb.  21   Hailey Winchel 
Feb.  11   Aaron Washington Feb.  22   Neil Polucha 
Feb.  12   Lori Gannon       Feb.  24   Darien Briggs 
Feb.  12   Lorraine Scott   Feb.  24   Allegra Sadik 
Feb.  12   Matthew Miller Feb.  26   Angelena Maturi 
Feb.  13   Shirley Mellen     Feb.  27  Bill Newhall 
Feb.  14   John Mazzarelli                                         
Feb.  14   Maxwell Mazzarelli 
      

Chancel Flowers are 

given on  
 

February 3rd 

In Loving Memory of  

Marissa Pryzgoda 

Given by  

The Rheaume Family 
 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to all of you born in 
February! 
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VCC and Friends  
are happy to  

announce the  
revival of our 

VCC Harvest Fair 
On October 7, 2019 

 

This beloved event from 
years past has been a 

successful and fun  
opportunity to connect 

with our community.    
Stay tuned for more de-
tails and ways you can  

be involved! 
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     SAVE THE DATES 
 Coming up in our church... 
 On Communion Sunday,  February 3rd at 10am  Come worship with 
us ! Stay for fellowship Hour and refreshments with your church family. 

 

Feb.  2 -Confirmation Class 10:30 am in the Thurston Room 

Feb.  3 -Adult Chancel Choir Rehearsal at 9am 

Feb.  3 - Communion Sunday Worship 10 am 

Feb.  3 - Children's Choir Rehearsal resume 11am 

Feb   3 - Boy Scouts troop # 155 meets at 6pm 

Feb   3 - Boy Scouts troop #155  Leaders meet at 7PM 

Feb.  4 - Cub Scouts group meets at 6pm 

Feb   4 - Diaconate/Church Growth Committee meets at 7pm 

Feb   5 - Village Bell Ringers Rehearse Tuesday at 6:30 pm 

Feb   5 -Boy Scouts Troop #155 meets at 7:00 pm 

Feb.  6- Peace of Bread - VCC Supper at Presbyterian Church on Cottage St. 3-7pm 

Feb.  6 -Cub Scouts Meeting at 6pm 

Feb.  7 -Cub Scouts Meeting at 6pm 

Feb.  8  -Youth Choir Rehearsal at 5:45 pm 

Feb.  10 - Sunday Worship 10 am - Special Service with the Boy Scouts 

Feb.  10 -Adult Chancel Choir Rehearsal at 9am 

Feb.  11 - Cub Scouts group meets at 6pm 

Feb.  12 - Village Bell Ringers Rehearse Tuesday at 6:30 pm 

Feb.  12 -Boy Scouts Troop #155 meets at 7:00 pm 

Feb.  13 -Cub Scouts Meeting at 6pm 

Feb. 14 -Girl Scouts Troop Meeting at 5:45 pm 

Feb. 14 -Cub Scouts Meeting at 6pm 

Feb. 17 -Adult Chancel Choir Rehearsal at 9am 

Feb. 17 -Church Committee Meeting 11:30 am 

Feb. 18 -Cub Scouts Meeting 6pm 

Feb. 19 -Village Bell Ringers rehears at 6:30 pm 

Feb. 19 -Boy Scout Troop #155 meets at 7pm 

Feb. 20 -Cub Scouts meet at 6pm 

Feb. 21 -Cub Scouts meet at 6pm 

Feb. 22-Youth Choir Rehearsal 5:45 pm 

Feb. 24 - Adult Chancel Choir Rehearsal at 9am 

Feb. 25 -Cub Scouts meet at 6pm 

Feb. 26 -Village Bell Ringers rehearsal at 6:30 pm 

Feb. 26 -Boy Scout Troop #155 meets at 7pm 

Feb. 27 -Cub Scouts meet 6pm 

Feb. 27 - Adult Chancel Choir and Youth Ensemble rehearsal at 6:45 pm 

Feb. 28 -Girl Scouts Troop meets at 5:45 pm 

Feb. 28 - Cub Scouts meet at 6pm 

Mar.  9 - Save the Date! BV Annual Wine & Chocolate Tasting 
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  Church Office Hours:  
Mon. – Thurs. 9am— 2pm   
 
Rev. Ethan’s office hours:  
Monday—Wednesday 10am-4pm 
  
Please Note: Rev. Ethan will be away 
Feb. 7th – 9th. 
For Pastoral emergencies please  
contact Pastor Patricia Furber via  
the church office or 508-245-8989. 



 
A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  

W h i t i n s v i l l e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

5 Church Street 

P.O. Box 217 

Whitinsville, MA 01588 

Phone: 508-234-7901 

Email: office@vccucc.org 

Website: www.vccucc.org 

Jesus loves you as  

you are! 

 
Come worship with us. 

We’d love to see you soon. 


