
 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

It’s been a very long few weeks. A time of loading and unloading cars, 

of long journeys down freeways and highways;  of endings and new be-

ginnings. Throw in a service of ordination, mix it all together, and what 

you’re left with is one very exhausting September. Yet, amidst all of it, 

the greatest source of spiritual nourishment has been the light at the end 

of the tunnel: that is, all of you! 

In a few short days, I will officially start ministering with, beside, and 

to, the people of VCC. At times I find it hard to believe that this       

moment has finally come. I can’t wait to start. Mistakes will be made, 

laughs will be had, and hopefully the hard work that Jesus Christ has 

called us to will continue. Some things will likely change, and some 

things will undoubtedly remain the same. Yet, amidst it all, what I know 

I can count on is the grace and Christian love that abounds among the 

people of our (yes, our!) church.   

As I write this, I’m reminded of a passage from the nineteenth century 

Christian theologian Fredrich Schleiermacher that I’ve always been 

fond of: 

   “Whenever I find that spark of hidden fire that will sooner or later 

consume the old and create the new, I am drawn to it with love and 

hope, regarding it as my future home.” 

 It is with so much joy and excitement that I make my home among all 

of you. 

 May God bless and keep you in the days ahead. 

 Sincerely, 

 Ethan 
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Pastor Ethan Drutchas’ Ordination Ceremony 

September 16, 2018 at  

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Taylor, MI 

Presenting of clerical stole. In picture (from left to right):  

The Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Drutchas, Ethan Drutchas, Cheryl Drutchas, and Gregory Drutchas.  

The Rev. Dr. Rene Jackson (DMA Association Minister) administering the ordination vows.  
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Welcoming back families old and new!  It's great to see kids returning to 

Sunday school from their summer break.  We are excited to announce that 

there has also been a lot of interest in the VCC Christian Education from 

new families joining us this year.  For anyone else interested in joining in 

through out the school calendar year, its never too late to start. 
 

Our Sunday school and Youth program offers Christian Education for 

youths, ages 3- 18.  Our nursery is available for the youngest family mem-

bers, infant to age 3.  Please inquire about placement for your child to par-

ticipate in Christian Education classes or nursery, through the VCC 

church office, or Donna Tibedo, Christian Education Director 

at: vcc.sundayschool@gmail.com  

 

Classrooms are assembled as follows: 

Atrium: Age 3 to Kindergarten 

Classroom 2: Grades 1-4 

Classroom 3: Grades 5-8 

Teen Discussion Group: Grades 9-12 *will meet in the Thurston Room 

*Nursery is available for children, infant to age 3.   

**Please inquire for registration. 
 

 Any newcomers may find the forms online or at the table in Mason Hall 

in front of our bulletin. 
 

With some input from our Pastor Ethan, we have revised  our  VCC  

Christian Education Youth calendar.  You may pick up a copy at our Sun-

day School table in Mason Hall.  
 

Please note that this coming Sunday, October 7th we will be “No Sunday 

School”.  Instead, children are invited to attend Rev. Ethan’s first Sunday 

service and witness Communion with their families.   
 

If you have any questions or suggestions regarding the VCC Christian 

Education program, I would love to hear from you.  The Christian Educa-

tion Teachers and I, look forward to a great year, teaching and learning 

with your children! 

 

Sincerely, 

Donna Tibedo, VCC Christian Education Director 

 

 

“Children’s Chapel” 

This unique experience will also take 

place on a couple of special Sundays 

where our Pastor Ethan will conduct 

a special sermon for the children in a 

group lesson. Dates will be an-

nounced as they are scheduled. 

 

 

“Youth Mission Activites” 

We are working on some great ideas 

to incorporate our Middle Schoolers 

and Youth Group teens into wonder-

ful mission experiences in helping 

others such as fundraisers, shoe drive, 

Peace of Bread Meal. These activities 

can also be counted as community 

service hours for them. Stay tuned for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 7 - Communion Sunday  

Youth attend service with family 

Oct. 14 - Curriculum 

Oct. 21 - Children’s Chapel 

Oct. 28 - Curriculum 
 

 

 

 

Never too late to start! 

 

 

What’s new 

you ask? 

Special dates in OCTOBER: 

mailto:vcc.sundayschool@gmail.com
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To Parents and Teens preparing for Confirmation: 
 

Many of you have been waiting to hear of VCC’s plans for Confirmation Classes.  
Thank you for your patience as we await our incoming pastor next week. 
 

We understand how busy parents/teens schedules can get throughout the school 
year and would like to collaborate with your families on choosing a day of the week 
that is most suitable for the majority of our Confirmation students.  After a recent 
conference meeting with our Pastor, Ethan Drutchas, we concluded that he would 
like your input by submitting each Confirmation class members schedule of activi-
ties.  This will help us coordinate and better understand their busy lives before we 
propose a weekly meeting day and time.  We know  that one day or time  may not be 
perfect for all but we’ll do our best to accommodate everyone. 
 

With this in mind, next week, you will be receiving a letter and calendars for each of 
you to fill in for October through December with your activities (school, sports, mu-
sic, work, etc.) We ask that you please return these schedule surveys to the church 
office by October 10th so we may take your child’s schedule into account and  estab-
lish a start date for the beginning of November.  If you find it easier to email us this 
information, you may forward it to Claudia at office@vccucc.org.  Below is a list of 
teens eligible for confirmation classes starting in November.  Anyone new or not on 
the list is certainly welcome to enroll in our Teen Discussion Group lead by Theo Van 
Lingen in the Thurston Room on Sundays at 10:00 am. And to discuss future confir-
mation classes with myself. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation, 
Howard Desjourdy,  Senior Deacon 

 

Eligible Confirmation Class of 2018-2019 
 

Kyle Froment    Kayleigh Kanz   Luke Picotte   

Tom Gogolinski   Mikayla Krupski   Sarah Scott 

Joanna Harris   Kaylee Lukasek   Christopher Smith   

Mia Harris    Erin Newhall    Patrick Smith  Jr. 

November 1st 
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To Our Church Family: 

 

First allow me to express my 

gratitude.  Thank you for the 

gift of a gift card to Barnes & 

Noble.  It is my favorite gift to 

receive as my kids will testify 

to. Whenever a birthday, 

Mother’s Day, Christmas or 

any other occasion comes 

around and I am asked what I 

would enjoy, I always say Bar-

nes & Noble!  Given that I am 

a voracious reader of 3-5 

books a week, this gift was 

awesome and much appreci-

ated.  It was also a pleasure 

and a gift for me to help out as 

pastor during this interim time 

during our pastoral search.  I 

had multiple opportunities to 

assist in ways that were spe-

cial and memorable.   

 

Thank you again, 

 

Patricia Furber 

Pastor of Visitations 

 
 

 

Special Offering in October:  This month we wish to continue 

to dedicate our Special Offerings to the ongoing work, repairs 

and renovations to the Parsonage as well as improvements to 

the grounds and landscaping.  Many people have been working 

diligently on the Parsonage over the past few months.  This his-

torical and iconic building on 31 Church St. was built in 1835.  

And like so many antique buildings of its time, the parsonage 

requires special care and maintenance to preserve its function 

and beauty.  Its primary function is that of  The Village Congre-

gational Church’s pastoral home.  We would like to thank all of 

you who have contributed financial support and volunteer hours 

to this cause.  With your assistance the church will use the spe-

cial donations to offset the cost of renovations. Thank you for 

helping us to make Pastor Ethan’s new house a home.  We ap-

preciate your continued support. 

 

 

 Catholic Charities Update: 

The Milford (Whitinsville satellite office) has moved its    

office to 200 Main St. Milford, MA 01757 

Tel. 508-234-3800 

Office hours are 8:30-4pm Mon.-Fri. Catholic Charities offers 

support and case management for members of our community 

as resources allow. 

 Basic needs and financial assistance. 

 Budgeting assistance, applications for local food pantry as-

sistance, federal fuel applications, and information and re-

ferrals. 

 SNAP (food stamps) sign-up assistance for new eligible 

households and assistance for re-certification of existing 

households. 
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Here are just a few basics regard-
ing the hand-bell program at VCC: 
  
We are an adult ringing choir, with 
usually between 11-13 members. 
We have 5 octaves of Malmark 
bells, and 5 octaves of chimes also. 
The bells are quite valuable and 
we do basic maintenance on them 
as much as possible.   
 
We rehearse every Tuesday eve-
ning, 6:30 till about 8:30 pm from 
September to June, with one Tues-
day off between Christmas and 
New Years!  
 

We look forward to the new sea-
son in 2018 and playing in the 
Sunday worship once a month.  
 
 

Upcoming Schedule of  
Performances: 
10/7:    Service 10 am 
11/11:  Service 10 am 
12/16:  Fairlawn Festival of  
               Carols Service 
12/23:  Service 10 am 
12/24:  Late Service on  
                Christmas Eve.  

 
If you are interested in learning 
and playing in our choir contact 
me at   
harrietf@charter.net 
 

-Harriet Forman 
Village Bell Ringers 

MUSIC PROGRAMS    - Mark Your Calendars! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Children’s Choir Rehearsals  Continue to meet  on Sundays after 
service from 11am– 11:30am in the Christian Education Rooms up-
stairs.  Snacks will be provided.  Children’s Choir is open to children 
in grades 2 to 7 and meets every Sunday. Families can register their 
children upon arrival and meeting with Ms. Jamie Guyette. 
Children’s choir will sing with the adults on: 
Oct. 7, Nov. 18, Dec. 23 and Feb. 20th. 
 

Youth Choir-  Rehearsals continue to meet  on the second and fourth 
Fridays of the month from 5:45-6:15 pm.  This choir comprised of 
tweens and teens, will also practice every first Sunday of the month 
on Communion Sunday at 9am along with the Adult Choir in the 
sanctuary. Youth choir will sing the introit with the adult choir on 
Oct. 7th. and Dec. 23rd. 
 

Youth Ensemble- This group is comprised of tweens and teens who 
enjoy singing and may have some ability to read music. It is open to 
all interested young people of the church. Rehearsals begin October 
3rd and are once month on the Wednesday before Communion Sun-
day at 6:45 –7:45pm in the sanctuary.  Please contact Music Dir., Lau-
rie Burke by email: laurie.burke@gmail.com if you would like your 
child to participate. This group will perform with the Village Bells on 
Dec. 23rd during Christmas week. 
 

Adult/Chancel Choir– Rehearsals continue to meet on Sundays at 
9am before service.  We will also hold evening choir rehearsals on 
every Wednesday before Communion Sunday, starting October 3rd. 
6:45-7:45 pm in the sanctuary. The Adult Choir is performing on : 
Oct. 7,  Nov. 11, Nov. 18, Dec. 23 and Dec. 24th for “late service” on 
Christmas Eve. 
 

Adult Choir & Village Bell Ringers are invited to attend the Festival 
of Carols Service along with other community choirs on Sunday,      
December 16th at Fairlawn Church. 
 
Organist Note: Beginning on October 7th for Pastor Ethan’s first ser-
vice, our organist, Susan Wildman, will be back with us playing the 
first Sunday of each month as well as  December 24th, Christmas Eve. 
 

Making Music together is good for your health, your community and 
your musicality! 

-Laurie Burke, Music Director 



 

M I SS IONS  
 

Peace of Bread—HELP IS NEEDED 
for Wednesday October 24th Volunteers are 

needed for a Peace of Bread cookout meal. 

We are serving up hamburgers, hot dogs and 

dessert for a crowd of over 100 people in 

need from the community. We are looking for 

help with cooking, serving, and clean up. 

Cooks from 3pm-5pm and servers from 

5:15pm-7pm meet at the Presbyterian Church 

on Cottage Street in Whitinsville. If you can, 

please lend a hand and bring a friend. Want to 

help out at a future Peace of Bread Meal?  

Speak to any member of the Missions Com-

mittee.  Contact Charlie Hill at ce-

hill17@charter.net. We are always looking for 

a helping hand! 
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Parsonage Open 
House and             

Fun Fall Event! 

Sunday, Oct. 28  
12-3pm 

Be my guest!                                                     
Pastor Ethan would like to open his doors and welcome the 

congregation to his new home at the parsonage on 31 Church 

Street. Please join us after service for a cookout, parsonage 

tours and fun activities for the kids.  We’ll have a bounce 

house, Kiddie Picasso Face Art and a few other surprises!  We 

hope you can stop by and visit a while for some family fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep them in your 
prayers... 

 

Bob Bosma 
Katherine Brown 

Liam DiPilato 
John Ellenwood 
Grace Hatfield 
Debra Heroux 

Jan Shoup 
Luke Tibedo 

Charlene and  
John Burbury 

Chris V. 
Cathy 
Trish 

Mr. & Mrs. Mirsky 
Paula L’Etoile 

Kristen 
Family of Sue Bartlett 

Roberta Bishop 
Susan Wildman 

and Family of Marine  
Corporal Jonathan Currier. 
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Celebrating a special 

occasion? Honoring a 

loved one? Say it with      

Chancel Flowers! 

A beautiful way to remember 
someone special is 
with Chancel Flowers in mem-
ory of or in honor of someone’s 
Birthday or Anniversary.  Every 
week, our sanctuary is graced 
with lovely fresh floral arrange-
ments. Two bouquets are 
placed on the Chancel in mem-
ory or in honor of a person or 
special event by a church mem-
ber or friend.  
 
After worship, you may keep 
the flowers or donate one or 
both bouquets to a shut-in 
church member.  
 
If you are interested in donating 
chancel flowers in memory/
honor of a loved one, please 
complete a form which can be 
found in Mason Hall.  Forms can 
be placed on the table or in the 
collection basket.  Or if you pre-
fer, call or email Claudia at the 
church office with your request. 

Birthday Jar Donation Notes of Thanks… 
On every second Sunday of the month, in honor of  birthdays,  you have 
graciously donated to the Birthday Jar Mission on behalf of someone’s 
birthday.   Donations go to the Neonatal Unit (NICU) at UMass Memorial 
Hospital in Worcester in support of the vital work they provide. Below 
are two notes of thanks since our first contribution of $275.10 in August. 
 
Dear Village Congregations Church, 
 

Thank you again on behalf of the UMass Memorial NICU for your support. We know 
how many wonderful causes you can choose to support, so we cannot thank you 
enough for choosing to help the tiniest and most fragile patients in our community 
that we serve here. 
 

The UMass NICU is the ONLY Level 3 NICU in Central Massachusetts.  That 
means we are the only center that can provide prompt care for time-sensitive condi-
tions like extreme prematurity and infants who don’t have enough oxygen when they 
are delivered. We care for more than 600 low-birth weight and high-risk infants 
every year and our NICU is internationally recognized for its quality care - we have 
some of the best outcomes in the country! We have a total of 49 beds, including 27 
intensive care beds. As I mentioned, we also have created one of the best follow-up 
programs in the country, to ensure the best possible long-term outcomes for our 
NICU graduates. Family-centered care is a major focus of the NICU! 
  
The need is constant, despite so many generous people such as your group. This is 
why your support means so much to us! Please do not hesitate to reach out if you 
have any questions. 
All my best,  

Julie Bowditch 
Advancement Officer, Community Fundraising  
Office of Advancement—UMass Medical School/UMass Memorial Health Care 

 
 
 
Dear Village Congregational Church, 
 

We gratefully acknowledge your gift to our academic health Sciences center, con-
sisting of the University of Massachusetts Medical School and UMass Memorial 
Health Care. Thanks to your contribution, we are able to strengthen our efforts in 
providing excellence in education, research and clinical care. 
 

Donors like you play a critical role in our ability to  
further our comprehensive mission of improving and 
advancing the health and well-being of the people of 
Central New England and the world.  We recognize  
how fortunate we are to be the trusted recipient of  
your contribution. 
 

Thank you again for your generosity and the belief in 
the vital work we do. 
 

Sincerely,  
John R. Hayes, Jr. 
Vice Chancellor Advancement 
UMass Medical School/UMass Memorial 



  

October    4  - Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Amie Briggs 

October  10  - Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah & LeeAnn Schotanus  

October  23  -Mr. & Mrs. Ralph & Carolyn Barrows 

October  24  -Mr. & Mrs. Phil & Lynn Cone 

October  27  - Mr. & Mrs. Marcus & Lynn Deane 

 

Wishing you all Anniversaries filled  

with many loving moments. 
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October Wedding Anniversaries 
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Oct.   1  - Alex Cone   Oct. 18  -Sherry Audette 

Oct.   3  - Maura Benton   Oct. 18  -Theo van Lingen 

Oct.   3  - Lynne Dean    Oct. 23  -Jamie Guyette         

Oct.   3  - Crystal Sadik   Oct. 23  -John Guyette Jr. 

Oct.   4  - John Karagosian  Oct. 24  -Luke Tibedo 

Oct.   5  - Margaret Reiter    Oct. 25  -Heather Reiter 

Oct.   9  - Margie Schnurpfeil  Oct. 26  -Kimberly Cone 

Oct.  11 - Larry Briggs   Oct. 28   -Sue Hill  

Oct.  13 - Benjamin Gunness  Oct. 28  -Elaina Horgan 

Oct.  13 - Lisa Ohman 

 

In Loving Memory of  

Betty Valk 
 

Flowers for the chancel on  

October 7th are given 

by John & Traci Bombard,  

Edward & Brenda Valk and  

Lisa Ohman & family 
 
 

In Loving Memory of  

parents,  

Ed & Patsy Doherty  
and brothers,  

Ed Jr. and George Doherty 
Flowers for the chancel on  

October 14th are given by  

Pat Furber  

 

 

In Loving Memory of  

 Jennie Marie Guyette  

Flowers for the chancel on  

October 21st are given by 

her parents  

John & JoAnne Guyette 

  

 

In Loving Memory of  

Vera and William Taylor  
Flowers for the chancel on  

October 28th are given by  

by their son, Alan Taylor. 



 
 
 

Blackstone Valley Crop Hunger Walk  
Saturday, October 20th at 9:00am 

 

LOOKING FOR DONATIONS & WALKERS!!! 
 

Registration and walk begins 8:30am at Trinity Episcopal Church 
33 Linwood Ave. Whitinsville, MA 

 Three-mile walk to Community House in Uxbridge 
Ending with reception and refreshments  

 
The Crop Hunger Walk provides 4 million dollars a year to 3,200 food pantries in the U.S. including 
food pantries in Uxbridge, Douglas and Northbridge. The Northbridge Association of Churches has 
been the local sponsor for the Walk for 43 years.  

VCC will again be taking part in the CROP Hunger Walk. For nearly 50 years CROP Hunger 
Walks have worked to help end hunger by raising funds to support local and international anti-
hunger efforts. Each local walk can choose to retain up to 25 per cent of the funds it raises for use in 
its own community. 

People can donate online at www.crophungerwalk.org/northbridgema/ which goes directly to our 

Blackstone Valley Walk.  The VCC and our Missions Committee invites you all to participate or form 

your own teams.  Walkers under 18 years of age MUST have parent's signature to attend. 

Please help promote the walk in your church, youth groups or with friends, family, coworkers & 
neighbors. Remember boy/girl scouts, student council, honor students in middle and high school can 
earn "service hours" for walking. Share this info with school secretaries. Every dollar 
counts!  WE WALK BECAUSE THEY WALK. Together we can make a difference in someone's life. 
 
Please consider donating to this worthwhile mission - or walking with us!  Stop by the Mis-
sions table this Sunday to donate or sign up to walk.  You may turn in your registration CROP 
Walk envelope to Charlie Hill, donate online or bring it with you to the walk the morning of. 
 
We appreciate the support of our church family, 
 

Charlie Hill, Missions Chair  
Lois Holmes, Missions Committee 
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http://www.crophungerwalk.org/northbridgema/
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     SAVE THE DATES 
 Coming up in our church... 
 On Communion Sunday,  Oct. 7th   10am  Come worship with us 
at Pastor Ethan’s first Service at VCC!  Stay for a special reception 
afterwards. Don’t miss this special service joined by all our musical 
forces: Organist, Susan Wildman, all choirs, Village Bell Ringers, 
Laurie Burke, Music Dir. and Leah Marley performing on piano. 

 
 
Oct.     1 -Diaconate and Church Growth Committee Meeting 7pm 
Oct.     2 -Village Bell Ringers rehearse 6:30 pm 
Oct.     3  -Rehearsal for all choirs Wednesday at 6:45 pm 
Oct.     7 - Rehearsals for: Organ 7am,  Village Bells 8:45,  All Choirs 9:15 
Oct.     7  - Communion Sunday Worship 10am with Pastor Ethan Drutchas Also, NO 
          SUNDAY SCHOOL, Children attend Communion Service with their families. 
Oct.     9  -Village Bell Ringers rehearsal Tuesday 6:30 pm   
Oct.  12  -Youth Choir rehearsal Friday at 5:45 pm 
Oct.  13 -Second Annual Fall Food Festival The Whitin Community Center 11am to 3pm  

Oct.  14 -Adult Choir rehearsal 9 am - Children’s Choir rehearsal 11 am in C.E. rooms 
Oct.  14 -Worship Service and Sunday School 10 am 
Oct.  16  -NAC Committee Meeting Next Meeting will be on October 16 at 7:00pm at  

        Beaumont Nursing Home in Northbridge for a time of Hymn Singing, followed 

        by our meeting in the Dining Hall at 7:30pm. 

Oct.  20 -CROP Walk 8:30 am at Trinity Episcopal Church Linwood Ave. Whitinsville 
Oct.  21 -Church Committee Meeting  Sunday at 8:00 am in Thurston Room 
Oct.  21  -Adult Choir rehearsal 9am  and  Childrens Choir rehearsal at 11am 
Oct.  21 -Worship Service  and Sunday School with Childrens Chapel 10 am 
Oct.  23 -Village Bell Ringers rehearse Tuesday 6:30 pm  
Oct.  24 -Adult Chancel Choir and Youth Ensemble rehearse Wednesday 6:45 pm  
Oct.  24  -NAC Peace of Bread—VCC will be sponsoring the meal with a cookout  
                   Wednesday evening 5:30 to 7:00 pm at the Presbyterian Church at 7 Spring St.  
                   A hot meal is provided free.  
Oct.  26  -Youth Choir rehearsal Friday at 5:45 pm 
eens & teens) will start every other Fri. 5:45 pm 
Oct.  28 -Adult Choir rehearsal 9 am - Children’s Choir rehearsal 11 am in C.E. rooms 
Oct.  28 -Worship Service and Sunday School 10 am 
Oct.  28 -Parsonage Open House and Fall Fun Event!  31 Church Street 12-3pm 
Nov.    1 -Confirmation classes begin for 12 eligible children from the VCC congregation. 
  
 



 
A  P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  

W h i t i n s v i l l e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

5 Church Street 

P.O. Box 217 

Whitinsville, MA 01588 

Phone: 508-234-7901 

Email: office@vccucc.org 

Website: www.vccucc.org 

Be sure to check out some  
helpful articles and schedule us in for 

some important events this Fall. 
We hope to see you soon! 


